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MINISTRY                                                                              
Over this past year, thanks to our nation’s continuing economic woes, donations to our ministry have been lower than average every month for the entire year. Consequently, as of Nov 15, PaLM is still under budget about $30,000. Believe it or not I believe that we can cover that deficit with the donations that come in for the months of Nov and Dec, but there are no guarantees that it will happen and it certainly can’t happen without prayer. Over the years, I have shared many stories about ministry needs and shortages; ALL of my stories share a common theme, God provides!  I don’t know how our Lord will do it. And I don’t know from where it will come from. All I can do is attest to the end result…God provides. To that end, please pray for the following:

* That for the months of Nov and Dec the Holy Spirit will move among God’s children who have the capacity and resources to give, to give to PaLM generously, extravagantly.

* That donors who have made pledges to PaLM would fulfill them (assuming, they still have the ability to do so.

* That PaLM can find new donors.

* That those who have never given would give for the first time.

Lately, the attendance at our PaLM events has been less than encouraging. Attendance at both sessions of our Unity in Diversity Conference was dismal and attendance at our New York November Fellowship meeting was at an all time low. I suppose I should be discouraged and downcast by this but I am not. Anything that is worthwhile doing will have its ups and downs, its cycles, and its seasons.  If I were so easily discouraged, I would have given up a long time ago. I am an optimist and not easily discouraged. But, neither am I a robot without feelings. I can and will remain strong but need your prayers.

Pray…
* That I may persevere.

* That I may remain strong in the Lord.

* That I would keep my eyes on Jesus.

* That I would always see things from God’s perspective.
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Welcome to all the new prayer warriors that came to our fundraising luncheon and signed up for my weekly prayer requests. In this publication, you will learn about the needs, concerns, and praises of PaLM, Howard and his family, and our Asian American Community. Thank you for joining this special group…we are eternally grateful for your labor in prayer on our behalf.

PERSONAL

My hand is getting better every day (for those new to my weekly prayer request, I recently fell off my bike and injured my left hand). Soon I will be able to wear my wedding band again. But, before I can, I need to have the ring “repaired” (due to swelling, my wedding band had to be cut off). However, I have never had a ring “repaired” and in light of gold prices these days, I want to give my ring to a reputable jeweler. Can anyone recommend a reputable jeweler or store? If yes, email me (howard1356@palmny.org) the name and address.

MINISTRY

This morning (Thursday) I attended the memorial service of Dr. Paul Siu. This past Monday, I learned that Paul had gone to be with our Lord. I found the news shocking because Paul was younger than me and appeared to be in good health. He served as the director of Chinese Bi-Cultural Pastoral Ministries Program at Alliance Theological Program (he came in several years after I graduated from that program). I never got to work with Paul, or sit at his feet, but I did get to know him “a little” when we ended up serving the same church; he shepherding it while I came as pulpit supply for the English congregation.  He would, on occasion, sit in on the English Service when I preached. It was on those occasions that I discovered his ear-to-ear smile, his passion for Theology and his enthusiasm for ministry. His life oozed with joy, vitality and exuberance which I found infectious. Invariably he brightened up my day. I confess that I barely knew the man. But, I must also say that I will miss him nevertheless. He had that kind of impact on people; it was how he was wired. Join with me in praising God for Paul; praise God for the work he did, for life he lived, and for the smiles he brought to our faces. And pray for his family and our community as we mourn his passing and ponder his loss to our lives and our community.
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