Update from the Kitai Team – 7/10/09


Nothing happening here is being done in our own strength. But Papa has surely been moving and allowing us to partner with him!

One of the most incredible things we’ve been learning and being able to see for ourselves is how Papa can use what was meant for destruction and division for the greater good and to bring others closer to him.

Hopefully most of you have heard on the news about what has been going on in Western China….Since most of our friends here are from that area, they are directly impacted by this tragic event. However, we know that it is situations like this that his light can shine even brighter. We were supposed to travel there, but it is no longer safe. However, as we talk to friends here who can no longer go home as the chaos and confusion grows and as we attempt to communicate with friends who are in the middle of it, we hope we are able to effectively share hope and truth.

In light of this increasingly dire situation, Papa has continually been blessing us, letting us move into a larger apartment, which has given us the opportunity to host our friends as we learn more about them and their cultures. We’ve been doing things like ordering and eating (even with just our hands!) lots of different ethnic foods (lots of lamb… even the fat!), watching movies from their hometowns, as well as being able to share our own culture with them, like how to play the card game, Nerts. (It’s fun. If you don’t know what that is, you should ask someone about it. = )

One night we will never forget was sitting spontaneously on the stairs of the “li gong lou” (Science Building) at night with three girls from two different ethnic groups. All of us ended up sharing something musical with each other! One of our new friends shared both a song and dance with us from her homeland. It was so awesome to be gathered there and be able to share the universal language of music in one place and in different tongues. Afterwards, one of the girls, whose name means “Light and Hope” asked us what “Amazing Love” meant… and we gladly explained. = )

Papa is giving us opportunity after opportunity to be able to share, even through the word magnets on our refrigerator. He can use everything! And in response, everything should be bring glory to him.

~The Kitai Team

Prayer Update from East Asia – 6/24/09
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It's only been two weeks and God's already been moving here! The field workers here have welcomed us so warmly and showed us the ropes around the city as we adjust to living in this country. They've been incredibly encouraging, inspiring and their love and service is humbling. We're hoping to help them further their long-term work during our stay.

Last week, we spent some time with the field workers at the Great Wall, exploring the city on our own, trying new foods (chicken feet, globs of lamb fat, yak tea [it's a salty staple for a specific culture], etc.), experiencing what it feels like to live in a country with more than a billion people (absolutely crazy!) and hopping on buses and trains that we don't know where they lead. We're learning what it feels like to be a follower of God and an American in this new culture (especially for those of us who don't look Asian, but even for the two of us who are Chinese-American!! Quite the experience).

We've been on campus for about 2 days, meeting new friends, and we're already booked with lunch and dinner dates with them. Many of them are from all over the country and we hope to share God's love with them as we get to know them better. We're also learning about the challenges of language and cultural barriers and feeling the frustration of not being able to communicate well in someone's heart language. But we're definitely seeing God move, learning about different cultures in this land and our hearts are breaking for the many different people we meet.

Specific Prayer Requests:

Lindsey 
- Team would be unified and communicate well.
- I would grow a heart for the people and that the hearts of the people would be open to the News.
- Have a consistent daily time with God. 
- Strong open relationships to be built through English Corners and through English teaching activities.

Jasmine
- Hello everyone! Pray for my tummy to feel better and that I will get used to the food soon.
- Pray for strength and boldness for the rest of the trip here.

Charity
- Please pray for growth with the God to grow in patience and humility, to embrace the love of the News. 
- To get enough rest and protection in dreams. 
- Pray for friend Anita to open up in conversation, especially because of language barrier about Jesus Christ and boldness to share.

Pam
- For my heart and mind to be sensitive, guarded and led by the Holy Spirit and that I will obey as I am led. 
- For a continously joyful heart as God breaks me down to build me up for His glory, not my own.
- For the friends I'm making on campus, especially for Michaela who doesn't speak much English. I want to learn Chinese as fast as I can so I can get to know her in her heart language and she can get to know me and Jesus Christ. But I know that God's love speaks louder than any language or words we speak.

Thank you for lifting us up! = ) And hopefully we can keep you posted in the near future.

Love,

The Kitai Group. 

